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| by Linda Whitney

OU can't take a franchise

back if you think you've

made a mistake, s0 make

sure you know what'’s

involved before investing.

Your rights as franchisee

are set out in the franchise contract
that you sign with the franchisor.

“You are investing a lot of money in what

is usually a long-term ment, 5o it

pays to gelgllega.l adﬁ'lcal I::a Nro yuuff_‘l)gn

' says lawyer Denis urse m

Hpsiehﬂ‘gry Il..aw:.::’Ir who regularly advises on

Th_e l'ranchlae agreement is a civil
contract, ed by you and the ri
and once ed, you are bound by it. I

'consideri ng a franchise,
ask l’nr 4 co| amﬂakf the nontracl. well before
anchise lawyer.

A famiul gollcltur unhmﬂinr with
franchising mjght. not Frovlde the best

service, Many franchise lawyers will check
ﬂontracts and explain the implications for
a fixed fee, typically around £400 to 700,
though expect to pay more if you

want an In-depth analysis and if cost of a {ranchise ranging
:ﬁthlﬂ! needs to be changed to  £12,500 to Elﬁ- 950 (01675471 150).
our particular circumstances. Btave s

any franchisors actively encour-

teve Calvert runs the Dent

5: ‘We try to e].tm.inatr.
I'. tlal t includes givin of
gmt.ocheektheirm racts, ential [ranchisees an example
E e franchise contract.
Wizard, Wheel Wizard and Flying  ‘We advise them to take it to a
Colours franchises, all mobile franchise lawyer, et
vehicle services offering minor to the British Franchise Assocla-
repairs and refurbishment, with the  tion website, where there is a list of

solieltors specialising in franchise

law. Before we accept them as
franchisees, we expect them to
hmmsﬁ;nhl ina|

es ettings agen
Martin & CO (01202 292 829) wo
from Street premises, ﬁ you
will need & partner or an employee
from day one
'Letungamcumntlystrong it's

Check the fine print

no lnnger just the poor man's
option," says Martin & Co's Mark
Burd who is looking for
franchisees with skills In sales,
customer services and communica-
tion, ideally with orate manage-
ment experlence. Investment is
£25,000, P18 BOOWINES.

‘Letﬁng is a buoyant market, but
there is a lot of competitdon and
it’s not a‘fet -rich-quick option,'
says David Shimwell from 'Higi:.
Street lettings franchise Belvoir
(014756 570 000).

There are two elements to the
service, Mark explains. ‘Usually,

one person goes out doing

viewings and marketing the

service, so they need sales fair,
wthﬂl.le thm works in thﬂi{ bax:g
office or aperwork an
detalls such as ngue efmadjngs, 50
they need analytical ability.’

The company provides trn.inh;ﬁ
and back-up services, and
franchisees are expected to
become members of the National
Approved Letting Scheme, an
acereditation scheme for letti
and management agents that sel

service and insurance standards.
Investment is £22,500, .

B FOR a list of British Franchise
Association-affiliated legal
specialists, see wiow.thebfa.org.




